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Creating a Triptych
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Triptychs are a good way of showing a three images together which tell a short story or have a strong 
correlation in their content or colour palette. Photoshop has some simple tools to provide either simple or 
complex layouts of your choice. The steps below may help you get started.

In Photoshop, go to 
File -> New [Ctrl-N ]. 

The file created will be the 
standard 1600 x 1200 image 
size commonly used in club 
competitions and is also 
suitable for online images too.

Enter 1600 pixels for the 
width; 1200 pixels for the 
height and a resolution of 
300 pixels / inch.
Colour mode should be 
sRGB. The background can 
be any colour of your 
choice. Ensure that the pixel 
aspect ratio is set to 
‘Square’. Click Create to
create your blank image file.

Click on View -> New Guide Layout on the menu bar.
Ensure that the values shown below are entered in the 

dialogue box along with putting ticks in the appropriate 
boxes. This will create a layout of guidelines to help you 
position your three images in the Triptych.
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Ensure that View 
-> Show -> Guides 
is ticked if the newly 
created guides are 
not visible.

Click on File -> Place Embedded then select your 1st

image to place in the Triptych.
Once loaded, ensure that the
link icon is depressed on the
menu bar. Grab one corner handle on the image and align it 
to one corner to your guides. Grab the opposite corner and 
align that to another guide, then click the tick on the menu 
bar to set it’s position
Repeat the above step for your next two images and your
desktop should now look something like this…
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To finish off your Triptych you can add a stroke 
around each image and maybe a drop shadow to lift 

the panels off the page.
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You should now 
have a simple layout 

with the faint 
guidelines showing 

placements for your 
images.

Flatten the layers by clicking Layer -> Flatten Image
on the menu. Then click File -> Save As to save your 

Triptych. If you followed step 2a then you can create a new  
image simply by selecting the saved preset and importing 
your next set of images.
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2a: You can save 
this layout for 
future use by 
clicking View -> 
New Guide Layout 
then in the Preset
box give it a file 
name and save.

Your layout does 
not need to have 
all the images in a 
straight line, you 
can lay them out 
in any way that 
tells a story or 
creates a 
particular flow.


